Numbers 41 and 39
New Street
HONITON

1906 OS map

The thatched cottages 39 and 41 New Street Honiton are listed Grade II*.
They share a common roof. They are situated diagonally opposite the
Honiton Library.
In the tithe apportionments of 1840 (No 482 ) No 39 is listed as “shop and
garden” occupied by John Pratt.
By 2008 the thatch had deteriorated considerably . With some input from
English Heritage, work started to restore the roof.
The carpenter involved in rebuilding the roof timbers allowed me onto the
scaffolding to photograph the original work. The replacement roof was set
up from the new level block work, on top of the old cob walls. A new ridge
line level was created, which allowed the original roof timbers to be left in
situ (part of English Heritage conditions).
Comparing the new rafters of 7 in X 2 in with the original rough round timbers cut from the hedge row, shows the vast difference in building materials. The original roof had two very heavy but rough trusses, resting on the
top of the walls, as can be seen from the photographs.
The thickness of the thatch is the result of the Devon habit of thatching on
top of the existing thatch when repairs were needed. A property on the
edge of Dartmoor I visited had a thickness of 6 ft on one side where a sag
had been levelled (this was found when there was a fire and the thatch had
to be stripped off by the firemen).
Grade II* listing
C17 or earlier cottages, 2 storey, plastered walls, thatched roof, 3 2-storey
splayed bays mainly with original leaded casements. Flat hoods on shaped
brackets to doorways. Interior: door with 4 fielded panels with remains of H
hinges, wide boarded doors with wrought hinges on lugs. 1st floor, 2-panel
doors, massive chamfered roof principal.
Star as oldest cottages of this type in the town.
Date 1947
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A temporary scaffolding and GI roof was placed over No 39 which had been
stripped of its thatch.

The northern side of No 41 has been stripped and sheeted.
Note the thickness of the thatch at the ridge (approx. 4 ft.)
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This hole enlarged during the work, probably there was a fault in the
flue all ready. This is how fires start in thatch roofs.
This stack serves both properties with the right hand flue belonging to
No 41, Was there a fireplace in No. 41 before the new properties to
the east were built?
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The southern side of the roof before being stripped; it was badly
rotted. The last repair was probably a new ridge and the eye brow
over the window

Now partly stripped and sheet being spread.
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This is the truss of No. 41 viewed from Northern side. It is
curved and runs at a diagonal from the wall to the ridge. This
side has a very odd joint to part on the other side,the purlin
runs underneath. The rafters are adzed off to take the battens
for thatching, which are only 1 to 1½ in the round.
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Main truss of No 39

The truss is made of very rough timber, morticed, the part nearest to
the camera is approx. 6 in by 12 in widening to 15 in at the wall.
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The end of one of the trusses resting on the wall, there is a large piece of
wide board which possibly supported an original ceiling.

A close up showing round timbers only adzed where needed.
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The very thick end wall of No. 39. No. 37 to the right must have been
built as a lean-too at a later date.

The sunken area of No.39 showing the ceiling laths directly nailed to
the rafters.
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The northern side of No. 39. This shows how the roof sagged with the
weight of the thatch over the years. The rafters were rough in the
round (4 in diameter) and the battens only 1 ½ to 2 in split from round
timber. In the foreground is the block work to level the walls for the new
roof.

The northern side of No 41 showing a bent purlin and again rough
round tapering rafters.
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Split round timber to form short rafters for the dormer, with no ridge
and very thin battens. Top right of picture is the partition between No.
39 and 41 lathe and plaster.

The right hand side of the dormer, round timbers for short rafters.
Squared timber repair to front, with shingles to cover.
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Two very wide sawn boards on the side of the dormer.

The top part of the roof of No. 41 was repaired at some time with sawn
timber. An RSJ has been inserted ready for the new roof !
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The new ridge line has been set up
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Thatching in progress.

The thatch on southern side finished. The scaffolding ramp was used
to move the old thatch and then to bring up the new.
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This skeleton of a cat was found under the roof. Folk law suggests
that the body of a cat would bring good luck ! It was left where it was
found.
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